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FORWARD... 

The Township Planning Act (Act 168 o f  1959, as amended) enables and requ i res  the  
Hampton Charter  Township Planning Connni ss ion  t o  prepare, adopt and p e r i o d i c a l l y  
update a  basic  p lan  f o r  the  development i n  accordance w i t h  Township goals and 
ob j e c t i  ves. 

Although the  Plan i s  enabled by Michigan law, i t does not  have t h e  fo rce  o f  
s t a t u t o r y  law o r  ordinance. It i s  an o f f i c i a l  advisory p o l i c y  statement f o r  en- 
couragi ng o r d e r l y  and e f f i c i e n t  use o f  the l and  f o r  residences, business, 
indus t ry ,  community f a c i l i t i e s ,  parks and r e c r e a t i o n  areas, and f o r  coord ina t ing  
these uses w i t h  each o ther  and w i t h  the  development and use o f  s t ree ts ,  
u t i l i t i e s  and o the r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  and serv ices.  

Once adopted, i t i s  the  Township's i n t e n t  t o  implement the  P lan 's  recommenda- 
t i o n s  u n t i l  such t ime t h a t  s p e c i f i c  mod i f i ca t i ons  o r  dev ia t ions  are deemed ap- 
p r o p r i a t e  a'nd the  Plan i s  amended as a r e s u l t  o f  the  Township's on-going long 
range p lann ing  program. 



INTRODUCTION... 

I n  t he  e a r l y  1960's the  Township was served by a 20 year  o l d  zoning ordinance 
which was inadequate t o  handle the r a p i d  growth t h a t  was beginning t o  occur. As 
a r e s u l t ,  t he  Township Zoning Board was author ized t o  prepare a bas ic  general 
p l a n  f o r  the  Township as w e l l  as a new zoning ordinance t o  b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  and 
d i  r e c t  f u t u r e  development. 

flany improvements were made i n  the  Township dur ing  the  1960's. Inc luded was the 
expansion o f  t he  water d i s t r i b u t i o n  system throughout the  Township, cons t ruc t i on  
of a san i ta ry  sewage c o l l e c t i o n  system, c rea t i on  and s t a f f i n g  o f  a Department o f  
Pub l i c  Works and expansion o f  the  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e s  a t  the  Township Ha l l .  

Development cont inued and i n  1969, a Township Planni ng Commi ss ion  was created 
w i t h  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  updat ing and making the  necessary amendments t o  the 
Development Plan and Zoning Ordinance. That p l a n  was completed and used t o  
guide and d i r e c t  growth s ince 1970. The 1970's was the  p e r i o d  o f  g rea tes t  
growth i n  t h e  Township's h i s t o r y .  During t h a t  pe r iod  over 1,200 apartment u n i t s  
i n  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  complexes, over 600 s ing le- fam i l y  homes, a 300 u n i t  mobile 
home park, major shopping center  and numerous i n d i v i d u a l  businesses were a1 1 
constructed. Pub1 i c  improvements inc luded numerous sani t.ary sewer extensions, 
cons t ruc t i on  o f  a major  storm drainage system, development o f  a sen io r  c i t i z e n s  
complex and t h r e e  new Township parks, expansion o f  the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  
and the  department o f  p u b l i c  works and the  paving o f  most sec t i on  l i n e  roads i n  
t he  Township. 

I n  t he  e a r l y  1980's l o c a l  and nat iona l  economic recessions g r e a t l y  slowed the  
r a t e  of growth i n  t h e  Township a1 though i t  was l ess  a f fec ted  than o ther  com- 
muni t i e s  i n  Bay County. Dur ing the  l a s t  two years development i n  t h e  Township 
has somewhat rebounded b u t  a t  a slower r a t e  than was occu r r i ng  i n  t he  1970's. 

I n  1986, t he  Township Board author ized the  Planning Commission t o  update  the  
General Development Plan so i t  can be an e f f e c t i v e  guide f o r  development 
throughout the  balance o f  the  1980's and t h e  1990's. 

There are f o u r  general phases f o r  r e v i s i n g  the  plan, as fo l lows:  

I. Basic Studies which inc ludes a review o f  popu la t ion  and economic data, 
a study of e x i s t i n g  l and  use and an op in ion  survey o f  Township 
res idents .  The pr imary purpose i s  t o  gain an understanding o f  cu r ren t  
development t rends  w i t h i n  the  Township. 

11. Planning Dimensions are based on the  previous s tud ies  and i nc lude  
p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  f u t u r e  popu la t ion  and various land use needs. 

111. General Development Plan which inc ludes  proposed l a n d  uses and p u b l i c  
, improvements f o r  a 10 t o  20 year  period. 

I V .  Ac t ion  P lan  which l i s t s  needed p u b l i c  improvements and assigns 
p r i o r i t i e s .  


